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54- The Australian city of Ballarat withessed the coronation
of Australian academic, journalist and activist, Yusuf Ahmed
Al-Rimawi, with the Eureka Australia Medal, one of Australiars
most important human rights honors. In recognition of his efforts
on the media, human rights, and cultural level to support the
Palestinian struggle.

55- In Istanbul, Turkey, the Palestinian Professor Dr. Abdul
Fattah Al-Owaisi, received the Istanbul Science Award 2018
in recognition of his role in promoting the vision of the Muslim
world in depth and integration through his style, vision, and
efforts.

56- The Palestinian media woman, Amira Hanania, won the
Arab Media Excellence Award for 20182019-, which was
awarded by the Council of Arab Ministers of Information during
its 49th session, which was held at the Headquarters of the
General Secretariat of the Arab League in Cairo, to honor many
pioneers and symbols of Arab media work.

57- Oxfam International awarded the Palestinian woman Arwa
Ahmed Al-Atawneh an international award in the economic
empowerment of women for the Middle East, along with three
women in the world, for their direct impact on their communities
and achieving an <exceptional championship> in womenys
economic empowerment.

58- The young Palestinian, Wael Sheikh Yassin, won the title
of the Best Marketing and Public Relations Worker in Spain
at the Global Telecommunications Company Orange. Yassin
competed with more than 5,000 workers in all provinces, before
winning the award each year for the best worker in the country.

59- The young Palestinian, Sarah Abu al-Khair, won
the majority of votes as <«Best Canadian Immigrant
of 2018>» through her pioneering humanitarian work
in the refugee and migrant rights service in Canada.
60- From Montreal, Canada, the Palestinian student, Nour Walid
Abu Kharj, graduated with a degree from College Rosemont
specializing in social sciences, as she has also won five medals
in Canada.

61- The Palestinian student, Kassam Sobeih, won third place
in the Arab Reading Challenge Award, the largest cognitive
challenge in the Arab world. Sobeih ranked third in the Arab
world out of 10.5 million students who participated in the
competition.

62- The Palestinian student, Mufid Alawnah, received two
certificates for the best competing projects at the Asian Science
Fair in South Korea, the first for the best participating projects
and the second for the best project in agriculture, competing
with 362 projects in various fields.

63- The United Nations awarded the Palestinian engineer
Heba Al-Farra the title of the champion of the earth to preserve
the environment for 2018 in West Asia, after winning a global
environmental competition representing West Asia.



On the level of achievements and awards:

45. «az-excellence», a global website specialized in creativity
and excellence, has selected two Palestinian personalities
from the list of outstanding minds and influential creative
thinking at the global level, namely teacher Hanan al-Hroub,
winner of the best teacher award in the world in 2016, and
expert in creativity and institutional innovation at customs
Dubai Mahmoud Rawajbeh.

46. In the Republic of Slovenia, Palestinian child Yacoub
Mohsen Hussein won the gold prize in a mathematics
competition organized by the Slovenian Ministry of Education
nationwide. The 14-year-old boy was able to compete
with some 80,000 participants of his age in the national
competition.

47. Student Omar Hani Ali won the gold medal for the best
academic achievement in engineering disciplines at the
University of Ontario, Canada, and received the medal at
the 2018 annual graduation ceremony.

48. Palestinian students Noor Shehadeh and Hala Ibrahim
won the world championship and the first place in mental
arithmetic during the GAJSMA World Game of Mental
Arithmetic held in Johannesburg, South Africa last summer.
49. Palestinian child Raghad Ibrahim Al-Khatib won
the «First Runner Up» title at the 23rd UCMAS Mental
Arithmetic Championship in Malaysia, immediately following
the Champion title. This follows a competition with more than
3,500 students from 82 countries.

50.Inayouthprojectthatfosterscreativity,agroupof Palestinian
youth launched an independent youth platform called Lamah
that allows Palestinian youth to disseminate inspiring ideas,
stories, and arts about Palestine in all fields. Among the
Palestinian creators who excelled in their fields of plastic
art, writing, history, and experiences of Palestinian travelers.

50- In a youth project that fosters creativity and creativity, a
group of Palestinian youth launched an independent youth
platform called <Lamma> that allows Palestinian youth to
spread inspiring ideas, stories, and arts about Palestine in
all fields. In February this year in Istanbul, Lamma collected
special performances for a group of Palestinian creators
who excelled in their fields of art, composition, history, and
experiences of Palestinian travelers.

51- The Palestinian chef, Zaid Mohammed Al-Jabi, was
awarded the Golden Prize for the best dish in the world with
an annual competition in Turkey, out of 250 contestants from
27 countries around the world. He is the son of renowned
chef Mohammed Al-Jabi, who has won several international
awards for preparing Palestinian dishes.

52- In a global Palestinian achievement, the Palestinian
teacher, Jamil Darbashi, was awarded the World>s Best
Teacher award from the British School Enterprise Challenge
2018. Derbashi won the title among more than 5,000 award-
winning teachers from 150 countries around the world.

53- The Palestinian school in Doha, Qatar, won first place
in the gold competition in astronomy at the level of Qatar
schools. This is the first of its kind in the Arab world.



At the sports level:

36. The two children, Mohammed Sidr, and Raji Sayel ranked
first and second in the Arab World Chess Championship, in
the United Arab Emirates.

37. In the Special Olympics, Palestine won 27 different
medals in the final of the ninth regional tournament in the
United Arab Emirates, 9 gold, 4 bronze, and 14 silver.
38. In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, American-Palestinian
player Rami Zidan Ibrahim won the USKA and UKA lightweight
world championships.

39. For the third time, the Palestinian football club, Palestino
Deportivo, in chile won the Chilean Football Cup. The club
won the title for the third time after the last time in 1977.

40. The Palestinian knight, Leila al-Maliki, 14, won the
International Federation of Challenges of the Year of the
“Against All Odds Award” category in the Bahraini capital of
Manama. Maliki competed with riders from 70 international
federations, to become the first Arab rider to win this
international award.

41. Palestine ranked second in the 2018 Kowat Alrami World
Cup, where Palestine won 30 medals (14 gold, 9 silver, and
7 bronze) and the Palestinian world champion Ali Osman
maintained his title by defeating the African champion the
Nigerian player by knockout in the round in the second round.

On the political level:

42. In the midterm elections, American voters chose Rashida
Tlaib, the Palestinian Democratic nhominee, to represent
Michigan as the first Muslim woman to enter Congress in a
historic step.

43. The Palestinian parliamentarian Jamal Al-Haj renewed
his parliamentary membership for the 20182022- session
after winning Swedish voters» confidence in last Septembens
elections. Al-Haj, a member of the Social Democrats, is the
first Swede of Arab origin to achieve this membership.

44. Palestinian-American politician Andre Sayegh succeeded
intaking the title of the first Arab mayorin Paterson, New Jersey,
becoming the first Arab-American to take up the postin the city.



On the technical level:

24. The filmmaker Rawan Al-Damen prepared the first
documentary on drafting the Universal Declaration of
Human Rights in Arabic and English and it was adopted
as a mastens curriculum in seven European universities.
25. Palestinian fashion designer Saher Okal won the Fashion
Run Competition under Project Runaway, one of the most
important fashion design programs in the world.

26. Palestinian filmmaker Nour Abu Ghania won the Best
Documentary Film Award at the Zayed University Middle
East Film Festival 2018 in the United Arab Emirates, which
is dedicated to the films of students from the Middle East.
This is about her short documentary «Ziara», which tells
the suffering of the families of Palestinian prisoners in their
family visits.

27. The Palestinian National Geographic photographer,
Mohammed Muheisen, won the Hamdan Bin Mohammed Bin
Rashid Al Maktoum International Photography Award for the
“Promising Personality / Photographic Award” category for a
photograph of refugee children. Muheisen is concerned with
refugee issues through the National Geographic magazine
and its Refugee Foundation.

28. YouTube presented the silver shield of Palestinian child
Ismail Abu Mursa, 6 years old, after his international entry
with YouTube observations. Ismail had 200,000 subscribers
and 56 million YouTube views in just three months.

29. Palestinian director Rashid Mashharawi won the prize «l

Production» at the El Gouna Film Festival for the film «Gaza
Washington», worth $ 10,000.

30. Palestinian student Murad Yassin Issa won the
gold medal at the largest international gathering in
Turkey for plastic art entitled «Rally: Artists Around the
World», for a painting entitled «Waiting for Salvation»,
in which he expressed the eternal capital of Palestine.
31. Palestinian actor Qais Nashif won the Afaq Award for
Best Actor for his Palestinian film, Tel Aviv on Fire.

On the literary level:

32. In the UAE capital Abu Dhabi, Palestinian novelist Ibrahim
Nasrallah won the International Prize for Arabic Fiction at its
11th edition of 2018 for his novel Dog War II.

33. The novel «Thunderbird» by Palestinian writer and
professor of cultural studies at Birzeit University Sonia Nemer
Sharjah Children>s Book Award 2018.

34. The Palestinian prisoner in the prisons of the occupation,
Walid Dagga, won the prize of 200,000 dirhams for the Etisalat
Children>s Book Award in the Emirate of Sharjah which is
about the suffering of Palestinian prisoners including children.

35. The Palestinian writer Thawrat Hawamdeh»s novel «A
Paradise whose apple never Fall « won the Katara Arab
Fiction Award 2018 for the category of published novels.
The novel discusses the idea of the Palestinian geographic
body from national, social and political perspectives.



her excellence in her doctoral thesis, which included the
development of important materials for battery technology.
Muntaha is the first Palestinian and Arab to stand on the
podium at the University of Ulm, one of the strongest
German universities.

16. The Palestinian academic Dr. Ibrahim Nettel won
the Robert Chambers Annual Award for Best Academic
Research, from the Development Studies Association,
Ireland. Dr. Ibrahim has published many international
publications and contributions in the field of development,
political science, and international relations.

17.FourPalestinian students have programmedasmartphone
app that competes with Ubens global application but with
local specifications, which helps manage taxi reservations
in the Palestinian cities.

18. A Palestinian student team won the third place in the
European continent in the «speak out for engineering
SOFE» competition in the Spanish city of Seville, with
their project to manufacture a machine that performs the
agricultural process completely and self, to help farmers
produce less costly, and re-attract people to this field.

19. Apple Macintosh International has awarded the
Palestinian engineer Anas Abu Tabbaneh the «APPLE
TEACHER» certificate for information technology and
computer where he was the first Arab to receive such award.

20. Five Palestinian students created a glass-cleaning robot
that substitutes for cranes and avoids people of danger.

On the academic level:

21. The Palestinian academic Dr. Mu>tasim Adela managed
to complete a world-leading specialized encyclopedia
entitled « Women»s Folk Singing in Palestine Encyclopedia
- an Ethnological Study». The encyclopedia prepared by
Dr. Mwtasim, from the Department of Music at Al-Quds
University, collected nearly 1,000 popular female singing
models specialized in a single community, recorded in poetry
and music in 2000 pages.

22. Palestinian astronomer and lecturer at Al-Agsa University,
Professor Suleiman Baraka, received the 2018 Renata
Borloni Science Prize. Baraka is the fourth in the world to
receive this award.

23. The Palestinian professor and the President of Istiglal
University, Abdul Nasser Qaddumi, received the Nasser Bin
Hamad Award for Scientific Research in the sports field, which
was held by the Bahrain Olympic Committee in Manama.



6. Three Palestinian engineering students (Ahmad Khatib,
Bassel Shtayyeh and Mahmoud Abu Farha) have created
an easy-to-use handheld device that reads a persons pulse
and detects symptoms prior to a cardiac arrest by analyzing
pulse. The device will issue a readable and audible alarm
in case of an abnormal condition so that the ambulance
is contacted and the patient is immediately assisted.

7. A Palestinian innovation of four Palestinian engineers
won the only gold medal out of 44 countries around
the world that participated in the World Exhibition of
Creative and Technological Projects in China. It is an
<artificial hand> capable of making several movements
by controlling it through the muscles of the human body.

8. The Palestinian researcher, Jumana Talal Abu Ghazala,
obtained a patent at the Canadian Patent Office for a new and
innovative computer system to enhance business relationships,
joining 4.3 % of creative women who have obtained international
patents.

9. The Palestinian Ph.D. student at the Russian National
University for Nuclear Research (MEPhI), Ayman Abu Ghazal,
received first place in the Russia-wide scientific and technical
projects competition entitled <Innovative Electronics», surpassing
88 students and scientific researchers from various universities
and institutes Russian research specializing in nuclear energy.

10. The young Palestinian, Lina Imad Abu Al-Zahir, 21, was
crowned first in scientific research in the Arab countries in a
competition hosted by the Arab Scientific Research Conference
in Jordan.

11. Palestine got second place globally in the International
Technology application Competition, which was launched in
Silicon Valley, California. Palestine represented four female
high school students in the competition and got second
place after a strong competition with girls> teams from
Canada, India, Spain and the United States.

12. Microsoft Global awarded the Microsoft Most Valuable
Professional -MVP- award to the Palestinian international
consultant, Waseem Awad, after a competition in which
tens of thousands of technology experts around the world
were liquidated.

13. The engineering students at Birzeit University in
Palestine have designed a 5G telecommunications network
model that avoids shortcomings in the 4G network model.
The design was part of their graduation project, and the
students used artificial intelligence techniques in the project
preparation.

14. The young Palestinian, Mohammed Awad, obtained a
patent for a device in the field of communications, from the
Lebanese Ministry of Economy and Trade, which provides
many communication and communication services, such
as the service of issuing telecommunications chip (SIM
CARD), providing prepaid cards, filling the credit, and paying
Invoices, internet services, and transfer and receipt of funds
within the borders of one country, where the person follows
very easy steps with a maximum of 5 minutes.

15. The University of Ulm awarded Palestinian student
Muntaha Injas the Mileva Award «Einstein-Mari¢» for



After writing two blogs in 2016 and 2017 and witnessing
them going viral and its continued success for the creators at
home and in the Diaspora, we must follow up and promote the
matter further as it»s a bright side that shouldmt be overlooked.
This year, at the Palestinian institutional level, the scientific
and international Nature Journal issued a lengthy report on
two issues, drawing attention to the development of scientific
research in the universities of Palestine, where there were fewer
than 25 researches in 2000, and more than 600 scientific
researches were a year in 2018.

Some Palestinian universities and schools have also been
featured in international competitions, both at home and in the
Diaspora, as well as the remarkable creativity of individuals
abroad this year. The environments there are incubators of
excellence and opportunities for creativity. The important
question arises:

When does our Palestinian and Arab environment become a
source of excellence and creativity?

This year has also witnessed the death of young people from
the Palestinian camps in Lebanon, despite the exasperating
environment and lack of access to economic and social realities
such as labor rights, property, health and education, and the
high rates of unemployment and migration among refugees.
The following is to shorten the harvesting of Palestinian creativity
in 2018 and classify them according to the areas of competence:
At the scientific level:

1. A Palestinian medical team led by Prof. Salim Al-Haj Yahya
succeeded in performing the first surgery of its kind in the
Middle East. The patient was placed in a temporary clinical
death for half an hour, and his heart was stopped for 15
consecutive hours, during which the aorta was changed to a
failed heart, and the heart muscle returned to work perfectly.

2. Palestinian doctor Walid Al-Banna won the title of
«inventor of the Arabs» as the best inventor in the Arab
world, in the program of science stars in its tenth season. He
invented «retinal analysis glasses for brain health,» and this
innovation could support the monitoring of stroke patients,
which millions of people around the world suffer from every
year. It also provides indicative data on whether tests should
be conducted.

3.In Moscow, a Palestinian team won the gold medal at the
International Innovation and Technology Fair in Moscow for
the creation of a device that can treat early-stage cancers
such as breast and skin cancer, glioblastomas, as well as
oral, head and neck tumors.

4. Palestinian medical student Farah Baabaa received the
Golden Key award at the University of Flinders. Farah, an
ophthalmologist, was nominated by the university for the
World Prize.

5. At the Intel International Science and Engineering Fair
(INTEL ISEF), Pennsylvania, USA, Palestinian student
Joe Emad Nazzal won first place in the 2018 International
Innovation Research Competition for her project “Socks of
Life”.




Al-Awda News Network: An online news publication
concerned with Palestinians news around the world
focusing on their accomplishments and innovations
on various levels including scientific, political, artistic,
cultural, social and academic. The news network releases
an annual report on the Palestinian accomplishments
and innovations.
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Who are we?

The European Palestinian Media Center (EPAL) is a
media institute with multiple platforms concerned with
the Palestinian issue in Europe and founded by a group
of Palestinian journalists and media professionals from
various European countries.
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The harvest of the
Palestinian creativity
in 2018

The individuals and institutions
are making more progress and are
characterized by their outstanding
performance

Yassir Ahmed Ali
A Palestinian writer.
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